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The Travers Foundation is a Northamptonshire based Charity that helps 13 to 30 year-olds 
improve their skills in sports, the creative arts and the performing arts.  We help local teams, 
groups and individuals in Rutland, Leicestershire and Northamptonshire to achieve their 
potential.  

“When you were growing up, who were your heroes?  Chances are they were sportsmen or 
women, actors or musicians. You probably had posters of them on your walls, watched every 
event or film in which they took part, or bought all of their records. Young people need role 
models to look up to and provide inspiration. 

“The problem these days though is that to reach the peak of your profession in sport, the 
creative or performing arts, you also need to have lots of funding as well as lots of talent. 
Not everybody has a wealthy family who can give them this financial commitment, so this is 
where charities can assist youngsters from all backgrounds fulfil their dreams.”  Terry Forsey, 
Chairman of Trustees. 
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The Travers Foundation can offer a range of assistance and in most cases it falls under these 
four type of support:

•	 Coaching Support - we can assist with the cost of coaching and professional support 	
	 for groups or individuals including sports, creative arts and the performing arts.  
•	 Studio Support - providing funding for recording studio time for aspiring musicians 	
	 both groups and individuals. 
•	 Exhibition Support - we can provide funding support for an exhibition or show for 	
	 aspiring Artists or Craftsmen.
•	 Competition Support - we can assist with competition support (inc. expenses, entry 	
	 fees etc.) for sporting teams or individuals.

If you know any young person who would benefit from our support please refer them to 
http://www.travers-foundation.org.uk/apply-for-support.html.

1, 2,

3, 4,

Helping achieve your potential

TraversTh
e

Foundation

The Travers Foundation

Helping achieve your p

ote
nt

ia
l

TheTravers
Foundation
Helping achieve your potential

The Travers Foundation

Helping achieve your potentia l

The Top Banana Band debut was at the Gretton Music Festival in August 2015. Since then this 9 piece 
band plays soul, funk and rhythm & blues have been wowing audiences across the East Midlands.

Formed over their mutual love of The Blues Brothers and The Commitments films, The Top Banana 
Band play a wide range of funk, soul and blues.  Formally known as Mustang Barry their name was 

changed when a shipment of inflatable bananas came into the band’s possession. 

The Top Banana Band guarantee to get everyone up and dancing.

Experts in Electrical Compliance, 
Project Management & Installation
Local Authorities & Landlords
Design, Project Management & Installation
We are specialists in the planning, design and implementation of services to Local Authorities, 
Housing Associations and Landlords.

We have the most robust back office systems and state-of-the-art field test and recording systems to provide maximum 
efficiencies and economies of scale. This enables us to provide a uniquely high level of tenant satisfaction along with cost 
savings to you, the client.

Maintenance, Repairs, Inspection, Reporting & Certification
We provide inspection, test, certification and remedial services to many Local Authority, Housing Association and Private 
Landlords across the UK. This includes Metropolitan and Regional Authorities with housing stocks in excess of 1 million 
homes.

We utilise the latest inspection and testing equipment backed up by an unrivalled client reporting system that provides real-
time access to KPI data, P.I.R./E.I.C.R. status, progress and certificates.

Industrial & Commercial
Design, Management & Installation
WE provide a comprehensive range of services including, Electrical Fault Finding, Full or Part Rewires, Emergency Lighting 
and Security Lighting

Maintenance, Repairs, Inspection & Certification
Using the latest electronic hardware and software we can plan, coordinate and manage your Electrical Condition Reports for 
Installations and PAT Testing; taking the hassle and hard work out of maintaining statutory compliance yourself.

Event Sponsor Tonight’s Band



EQ: A FILM ABOUT EMOTIONAL INTELLIGENCE
LOCAL YOUNG FILMMAKER ASSISTED BY 

THE TRAVERS FOUNDATION

Kayleigh O’Connor, aged 
23 from Gretton and a 
former pupil at Uppingham 
Community College, is a 
name to watch for the future.

This very talented local girl 
has not only just graduated 
from studying a Master’s 
degree at the Royal Central 
School of Speech and Drama, 
but she’s also directed her first 
film.

‘EQ:  A Film about Emotional Intelligence’ is a sci-fi movie which explores the decline of 
Emotional Intelligence in a fictional 2020 London.  The story features Olivia, a chemical 
engineer who has developed a drug to cure Emotional Intelligence, and Georgia, a volunteer 
who trials the first supply of the drug and it explores how this impacts on her relationships.

To get her project off the ground and make her creative vision a reality, Kayleigh needed help 
with funding and turned to The Travers Foundation for assistance.

Northamptonshire-based charity The Travers Foundation helps 13 to 30 year olds living in 
Northamptonshire, Rutland or Leicestershire improve their skills in sports, the creative arts 
and the performing arts.  

Kayleigh says: “Without the support of The Travers Foundation I could not have made the 
film, so I’m incredibly grateful to them for all the assistance they have given me.

“I feel really lucky to have been given this opportunity.  I never thought that my questions on 
life, and on how we interact with each other, would lead to the knowledge and experience that 
I have gained during the process of seeing my ideas come to life.

“Emotional intelligence is a growing topic - it is in decline, and studies are being done on how 
we can improve our EQ.  It is an intriguing subject, and I hope the film is thought provoking.”

Kayleigh is also pursuing a career in front of the cameras, and has had a variety of roles 
including E4’s Made in Chelsea, and Birthcloud, shown at the Monaco International Film 
Festival (Angel Film Awards) in December 2015.

MEG LYONS - ACTRESS, SINGER, FUTURE STAR
LOCAL YOUNG TALENT ASSISTED BY THE TRAVERS FOUNDATION

 

With funding from local charity The 
Travers Foundation, local girl Meg 
Lyons headed to Los Angeles to study 
a masterclass at the prestigious Lee 
Strasberg Theatre and Film Institute of 
method acting in Los Angeles.

Former students of Lee Strasberg include 
James Dean, Paul Newman and Jane 
Fonda, and Lee is quoted as saying:  “We 
cannot give you talent, but we are going 
to force you to live up to the talent that 
you have.”

The course took place in August, and 
Meg found the experience unforgettable.

Meg said: “I’m very grateful to my friends 
and family and The Travers Foundation 
for all the support they’ve given me over 
the years.  Studying at Lee Strasberg was 
amazing and I learnt so much in such a 
short time.”

Terry Forsey of The Travers Foundation said: “We at The Travers Foundation are delighted to 
be able to assist local talented youngsters like Meg.  We look forward to seeing her perform at 
our showcase event at The Corby Core Theatre in March 2016, where she’ll be interviewing 
other Travers Foundation beneficiaries including Lucy Hatton, Chris Southwell and Joe Tyler.”

Northamptonshire-based charity The Travers Foundation helps 13 to 30 year olds living in 
Northamptonshire, Rutland or Leicestershire improve their skills in sports, the creative arts 
and the performing arts.  



MENU

Smoked Salmon, 
Mozzarella & Basil Terrine

***

Breast of chicken, olives, 
new potatoes & rosemary, cherry tomatoes & spinach

Tomato & basil sauce
 
***
 

Eton mess
 
***
 

Coffee & chocolates
 

PROGRAMME

RECEPTION DRINKS

WELCOME

3 Course Dinner

Tea & Coffee

CHARITY AUCTION

THE TOP BANANA BAND

DISCO

THE TOP BANANA BAND

CARRIAGES  00.30



VICTORY IN EUROPE FOR CORBY’S JOE TYLER
TENNIS STAR THANKS TRAVERS FOUNDATION FOR HELPING 

HIM ACHIEVE 2015 SUCCESS IN ITF EUROPEAN TOURNAMENTS

Joe Tyler, aged 16 from Corby, has had a 
winning 2015 season playing tennis on the 
European circuit.

Joe has won Doubles tennis tournaments in 
Finland, Croatia and Macedonia with his 
tennis partner Will Davies from Norfolk. 
Joe also reached a Singles semi-final in the 
Nike Junior International Tournament in 
Edinburgh, Scotland.

Joe receives funding to help with his 
competition expenses for such tennis events 
from Northamptonshire-based charity The 
Travers Foundation.  To date Joe has received 
£1,500 in funding, and he said:

“I am very grateful for the support The Travers Foundation has given me. This help means a 
great deal to me and allows me to focus on the tournaments knowing that some of the travel 
costs and other competition expenses have been kindly provided by The Travers Foundation.” 
Joe finished the summer season ranked No.1 in Northamptonshire at U16 and U18, and was 
No.7 in GB at U16, No.37 at U18 and No.117 in the Open (Men’s) Category.

Corby Indoor Tennis Centre has been Joe’s main training base for the last eight years, under 
professional LTA performance coach Craig Haworth. 

Joe is now attending the Sixth Form at Culford School for which he has received a scholarship 
due to his tennis achievements. Joe is hoping to secure a wild card in order to compete at 
Junior Wimbledon 2016. He will continue playing in ITF (International Tennis Federation) 
tournaments and will be competing in two tournaments in Finland in October 2015. He will 
also compete in the Aegon British Tour series.

Andrew Hartley, speaking on behalf of The Travers Foundation, said:

“The Travers Foundation is very proud of Joe’s excellent tennis achievements throughout 
Europe in 2015. We are looking forward to continuing our financial assistance and to 
supporting Joe as he progresses up the ITF tennis rankings, and we look forward to seeing 
him at Wimbledon soon.”

OAKHAM’S CHRIS SOUTHWELL WINS GOLD IN L.A.
SPECIAL OLYMPICS WORLD GAMES, LA 2015

Chris Southwell, aged 22, was a key player in the GB Basketball team which won gold at the 
Special Olympics held in LA between 25th July and 2nd August, 2015.

Chris and his teammates beat New Zealand, Trinidad and Tobago, Latvia, Italy and China, as 
well as winning the Coca-Cola sportsmanship award.

This was GB Basketball’s first ever gold medal at the Special Olympics.

Chris, who lives in Oakham, 
received funding from 
Northamptonshire-based charity 
The Travers Foundation, which 
provided him with £1250 match 
funding for coaching and expenses 
for his trip.  The Travers Foundation 
helps 13 to 30 year olds living in 
Northamptonshire, Rutland or 
Leicestershire improve their skills 
in sports, the creative arts and the 
performing arts.

Chris, who has autism, is delighted 
with his gold medal and to have 
experienced such a memorable 
Special Olympics.  As part of their 
trip, the GB Team visited the US 
Ambassador in London and the 
UK Ambassador’s residence in LA, 

and attended the opening ceremony at the LA Olympic Stadium in the presence of Michelle 
Obama, with Avril Lavigne performing ‘Fly’, a specially composed song for the occasion.

What’s next for Chris after his gold medal triumph?  He will continue playing for his local 
basketball team The Rutland Conquerors, and his next major event is as part of the East 
Midlands Basketball Team at the Regional Special Games being held in Sheffield in 2017.



LUCY’S OFF TO A FLYING START! 
THE TRAVERS FOUNDATION SPONSORS LOCAL 

HURDLER LUCY HATTON  

Lucy Hatton, 20, from Corby and studying Criminology at The University of Leicester, has 
had a terrific start to the 2015 season.

A silver medal at the European Indoor Championships in Prague, and three personal bests - 
this local lass is going places!  She is currently ranked 2nd in the UK, 5th in Europe and 6th in 
the world for senior 60m hurdles.

Lucy is sponsored by The Travers Foundation, which helps with funding for Lucy’s travel and 
accommodation at competitions, coaching, 
kit and massage treatment.

Lucy explains: “I’ve got big plans for 2015, 
I find that travel is my biggest expenditure 
particularly when I go to Europe to compete

“Another major cost is treatments such as 
massage - with training six times a week my 
hamstrings and glutes get tight and need 
loosening off, which becomes expensive 
over the year.

“It’s fantastic that The Travers Foundation 
can help me with these costs.  This frees up 
my time to concentrate on important things 
like my performance on the track.

“My GB experience has been incredible and Prague was just what I needed to develop as an 
athlete and move forward into the outdoor season.

“To come away with three personal bests and a silver medal is outstanding - I’m looking to 
convert this to outdoors and show there is more to come!”

Terry Forsey of The Travers Foundation added: “We are delighted to be able to assist Lucy - 
she’s a rising local star and gets no other financial support such as National Lottery Funding.  
We wish her all the best and look forward to her continued success in 2015!”

The Trustees of the Travers Foundation would like to thank the following for 
their assistance in organising this evening’s Mid-Summer Ball:

Event Sponsor
Electrical Compliance & Safety Limited

Reception Drinks Sponsor
Quantum Print Limited

The Top Banana Band

Master of Ceremonies
Mark Thompson

Auctioneer
David Palmer

Matched Funding Donor
Tina Clark – Lloyds Bank, Corby

Barnsdale Lodge Hotel
Events Manager - Jane Hales

Auction Donors 
Barnsdale Lodge Hotel ~ Blackthorn Wood Golf Club ~ Coca Cola Enterprises

		  Gary Tait ~ Gregory Burns ~ Haddonstone Ltd. ~ Jane Harrison			
Mark Smith – Aldi ~ Paul Grimes ~ Philip & Dee Day

Rab & Heather Fernie ~ Rob Sutton ~ Rockingham Castle
Ryan Evans ~ Silverstone Racing Circuit ~ Truck East Limited 

The Olive Branch, Clipsham ~ Travis Perkins ~ William Sharman

Print Design
Phil Brigden – Quantum Print, Corby

Programme Design
Terry Forsey

The Travers Foundation Events Team
Diane Masters, Dee Day, David Hall and John Leslie
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